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STEWARDSHIP OF POSSESSIONS 


SPECIAL EMPHASIS 


The 1956 General Assembly designated the year 1957 as a year of Special Steward- 
ship Emphasis in the “Forward with Christ ” program. It urged that particular stress 
be laid upon increasing the benevolence giving in each church in accordance with the 
“Forward with Christ” goals, and that Synods, Presbyteries, and local churches be 
urged to make a united effort to meet in full the needs of the benevolence agencies 
of the General Assembly, Synods, and Presbyteries. 

This action of the Assembly takes into consideration the fact that for the last ten 


_ years the amount of money given to benevolences in proportion to that given to cur- 


rent expenses has been continually decreasing. Not including amounts given to build- 
ing expense, the churches of the General Assembly of 1945 contributed 37% of their 
local budgets to benevolences while in 1955 this percentage had dropped to 32%. In 


amounts contributed, the increase to current expenses during the ten years amounted to 


203% while the increase to benevolences amounted to 141%. 

There are two things that every church can do in increasing its benevolences: First, 
it can study its own record and adopt a policy for increasing its benevolence giving 
each year. Every church can do this. Some churches which have recently finished 
paying for building projects can make tremendous strides in turning the generosity 


of their people to the benevolence work of the Church. One large church thus in- 


creased its benevolence giving last year by 300%. 

The second thing which every church can do is to see to it that the members of the 
congregation are educated in the benevolence work of the Church. There are numer- 
ous ways in which this can be done. It can be done by stressing the messages printed 
in the Presbyterian church bulletin. Some churches use three minutes of every Sun- 
day morning service in telling the story of some benevolence cause. One church of 
which we know is planning an entire series, covering all the winter months, to tell 
about the benevolence program of the Church at its midweek church night meetings. 

The “Forward with Christ” goal is that the Assembly may continue to incrase its 
benevolence giving until the denomination gives as much to benevolences as to current 
expenses. We trust and pray that each church may strive this year to help reach that 
goal and to change the trend of the past few years in regard to benevolenve giving. 


—Forward With Christ 
Plan Book for 1957 
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EDITORIAL 


That I May Dwell in the 
House of the Lord 


The one thing the Psalmist desired was to 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of his life. He would rather be a doorkeeper 
in the house of God than to dwell in the 
tents of wickedness. The final assurance of 
the Shepherd Psalm is that I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. In His house one 
beholds the beauty of the Lord, and one, bereft 
of this privilege, yearns to see “Thy power and 
glory as I have seen them in the sanctuary.” 


The First Epistle to the Corinthians is writ- 
ten to a Church torn with schism and strife. 
Here the Apostle undertakes to bind the torn 
fragments together upon the one foundation 
which God has laid, namely, JESUS CHRIST. 
And he solemnly warns the readers that if 
anyone destroys this temple of God him shall 
God destroy — for the Temple of God is holy. 


When William Farel and John Calvin were 
expelled from Geneva, the life of the Church 
deteriorated. The preaching was not as good, 
discipline declined, the deacons let the care 
of the poor and the sick lag. Accordingly, the 
friends of the exiled Calvin wrote him that 
they were leaving the Church which had ex- 


pelled him. Calvin wrote them that to desert | 


the Church was to become a traitor to God. 
He said that those who would have God for 
their Father must have the Church for their 
mother, since God willed to generated children 
by the Church, to nurture them in the Church, 
to discipline and guide them through the 
Church until they divested themselves of this 
mortal flesh. 


The Church exists where the Word is preached 
from its fundamental message CHRIST CRUCI- 
FIED AND RISEN, and where the sacraments 


are properly administered. As did our Scottish — 


forebears, we must learn to distinguish between 
the true and the pure Church. The true Church 
is shown by these marks of the Word and the 
sacraments with discipline in the third (not in 
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the first) place. The pure Church is in heaven. 
In our own denomination we have sought 


to keep the Church on its God-given founda. f 


tron — JESUS CHRIST — by a General -As. 
sembly declaration that our ordination vows 
involve accepting Christ as the Holy Scriptures 
present Him: true and Eternal God Who be. 
came also truly man by being born of a Virgin. 
Who offered up Himself a sacrifice to satisfy 
Divine justice and reconcile us to God, Who 
rose again from the dead with the same body 
with which He suffered, and Who will come 
again to judge the world. | 


Moreover, as Calvin well says, the Church’s 
Stay is Jesus Christ at the right hand of God. 
The Church rests upon the everlasting throne 
of Christ. We have received, in His exaltation 
to the right hand of the Majesty on High, a 
Kingdom that cannot be shaken. 


And this note of the Kingship of Christ is 
magnificently set forth in the second chapter 
and in other paragraphs of our Southern Pres- 
byterian Book of Church Order. 


We sympathize with those who seek a truer 
and purer Church. We pray God to begin His 
purifying work in us. But we beg those who 
yearn for more holiness in the house of God, 
not to forsake the assembling of themselves 
together as the custom of some is. 


God has kept His Church through many de- 
cadent periods — the pornography of the tenth 
century — the three competing popes of. the 
early fifteenth century — the Borgia Pope, Al- 
exander VI, who condemned Savonarola. 


God is in the midst of His Zion today. God § 


will help her and that right early. And God 
will do it not through those who desert their 
banners, but through the faithful watchmen 
upon the battlements of Zion. Those in whose 
hearts are the highways of Zion shall go from 
strength to strength in the Lord. Those who 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, 
and, it may well be, behold the Lord reviving 
His work in the midst of the years. 
—W.C.R. 
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Receiving Correction © 
A Reply to Rev. Arch B. Taylor, Jr. 


In the Christian fellowship we are to receive © 


admonition and correction from the brethren. 
That was the purpose of the Venerable Com- 
pany’s meetings in Geneva. And so, we editors 
ought each to hear the word from our mis- 
sionary brother calling us to more grace, more 
charity and more sympathy. It is, however, a 
bit difficult to reply to his letter in detail 
since different writers have contributed the 
various articles to which he takes exception. 


The one for which I am directly responsible 
is the objection to the line, “Some great Cause, 
God’s Messiah” in Lowell’s poem or hymn. 
It is a pleasure to have Mr. Taylor’s backing 
in voicing this objection; and proper that we 


-& offer our belated thanks to the Committee for 


revising this line for the Hymnbook. In this case 
the current Committee was more receptive of 
this criticism than was the Richmond Commit- 
tee of Publication which put out the Hymnbook 
for Christian Worship. One of the members of 
that Committee replied to my objection by de- 
fending the use of the line. So we are grateful 
for the improvement in the Hymnbook, but one 
still wonders why a poem written by a Unitarian 
contained such contra-evangelical thoughts as 
“God’s new Messiah” and “new Calvaries’’ ever 
found a place in any Presbyterian hymnal. 


We trust that Mr. Taylor’s condemnation of 
the notion that some great cause is God’s Mes- 
siah means that he and those of his general 
position are standing against every effort to 
make ecumenism, or interracism, or pacifism, 
or equalitarianism or any other “ism” the Alpha, 


the Subject, the Lord beside which even Jesus ~ 


Christ becomes a secondary concern, a relative 
predicate. 


John Calvin was careful to set forth that 
God’s grace toward us in Christ is ultimately 
determined neither by our moral merit nor 
by our personal worth, as one may find by 
reading his commentary on the first chapter of 
Ephesians, and that on I Peter 1.1-2, thus: “In 
adopting us, therefore, God does not inquire 
what we are, and is not reconciled to us by 
any personal worth.” ‘The foreknowledge of 


_ God excludes every worthiness on the part of 
man. 


The translation of Calvin’s Catechism used 
by the Kirk of Scotland, answer 11, reads, 


“There is no worthiness in us why God should 
either show His power to help us, or use His 
merciful goodness to save us.”” A. Mitchell Hun- 
ter cites with approval this translation of one 
of Calvin’s hymns: 


“T greet Thee Who my sure Redeemer art 
_ My only trust, and Saviour of my heart! 
Who so much toil and woe 
And pain didst undergo 
For my poor worthless sake; .. . 


Of course, Calvin’s fundamental thought is 
that God’s love is freely and graciously be- 
stowed upon us only in and for Christ’s sake, 
and we are happy to note that Mr. Taylor 
is at one with him and us in this faith. “The 
name of Christ excludes all merit.” 

It is a distinct pleasure to emphasize the fol- 
lowing words from Mr. ‘Taylor’s letter: “THE 
FAITH WHICH WAS ONCE FOR ALL DE- 
LIVERED UNTO THE SAINTS” IS OUR 
FAITH AS WELL AS YOURS. WE SHOULD 
ALL BE ALLIES IN ITS PROPAGATION 
AS WELL AS IN ITS DEFENSE.” We accept 
this as meaning that if another world theologian 
comes to the International Japanese Christian 
University who denies both the Virgin Birth 
and the empty tomb, Mr. Taylor will stand 
up against him and defend the Virgin Birth 
and the bodily Resurrection of our Lord. 


“For other foundation can no man lay than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
—W.C.R. 


Our Greatest Weakness 
By Ralph Brewer 


We are proud of our church and we have 


great strength, but we also have a critical weak- 


ness and there is no reason we should close 
our eyes to it. Do you know that we are slipping 
backward in our efforts to fill vacant pulpits? 
What can we do about it? 


We have 3,800 churches and 3,200 ministers, 


and that doesn’t tell the story. Some ministers 


are college presidents and professors, mission- 
aries, regional directors and stated clerks. Some 
large churches hesitate in calling associates and 
assistants because of the shortage. 


The minister alone cannot solve this prob- 
lem, nor the Sunday School teacher, nor the 
vocational guidance program, nor the parents 
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in the home. We cannot “lead’’ men into the 
ministry; God calls them. But we can pray 
more about it. We can talk more about it. 


Recently a young man said to me: “I believe 
I would have gone into the ministry with a 


bit of encouragement. No one ever opened 


the door for me.”’ We can and should encour- 


age those that feel the call. We should stress 
its importance and its rewards, the satisfaction 
that comes to a man serving God. So the re- 
sponsibility rests on the parents, the Sunday 


School teachers, the elders and deacons and 
on the ministers themselves. They should not! 
hesitate to talk about it in the pulpit, to young/ 
people’s groups and to John and Mary pr.) 
vately. In our strength, progress and growth,| 
this is our greatest weakness, and a church prob. | 


lem we must solve. 


Let us make this a church-wide project: To 
pray that God will call more young men and | 
women for fulltime service, not forgetting that | 


the place to begin is at mother’s knee. 


The Gospel Is Bittersweet 


By Rev. Kennedy Smartt 


“And I took the little book out of the angel’s 
hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth 
sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten 
it, my belly was bitter.” Revelation 10:10. 


The Word of God is sweet as honey in our 
mouth, but often times when we have received 
it it becomes bitter in our belly. In God’s Rev- 
elation to John he is shown much that shall 
come to pass in the history of the world. He 
beholds as Christ, the only one found to be 
worthy, removes the seven seals unlocking the 
story of the future and thus learns of certain 
conditions which must come to pass before the 
final judgment. But midway in the revelation 
he sees an angel holding a little book and hears 
a voice telling him to take the book and to 
eat it. He is also told that the book will taste 
as sweet as honey in his mouth but shall be 
bitter in his belly. 


I believe this little book held out to John 
by the angel represents John’s own personal 
future which Christ asks him to accept. His 
future is represented as participating in the 
ministry of the Gospel, which shall always be 
sweet as honey in his mouth, to his soul, but 
which shall result in his belly being made bit- 
ter, which shall result in difficult assignments, 
tasks hard to fulfill, tribulation, conflicts, trials, 


hardships, etc., which would make life unat- — 


tractive at times. For a long time I have been 
reading about this in God’s Word, not only 
here in Revelation, but also in the Psalms, in 
Jeremiah, and in Ezekiel. But I have avoided 
preaching on it because my first response to 
it was that it didn’t make much sense, that it 
had no message. The idea of taking a book 
and eating it always seemed revolting to me; 
in fact I considered it absurd. But my attitude 
has changed completely now that I have studied 
the matter to see what God is saying to me in it. 


Ezekiel was commanded to take the roll of 
God’s Word, God’s message to the House of 
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Israel, to eat and fill his bowels with it. Ezekiel | 


did as God commanded him and said that it 
was sweet as honey in his mouth for sweetness. 


But when the Spirit lifted him up and _ took 
him away to proclaim the message he had re- 
ceived, he reports that he went in bitterness. | 
(Ezekiel 3: 3 and 14). ‘There is no question } 


in my mind that this experience of John and 


_ Ezekiel in eating the Word and finding it sweet 


to their mouths and bitter to their bellies is an 
experience which every true child of God must 


_ expect and should accept and prepare himself 


for as he walks in the Way. Every child of 


God will have the experience of coming to God's | 


Word and finding it sweet as honey to his soul, 
and also he must expect that there will be 
experiences of grief, heartache, tribulation, and 
conflict which he never had to face as a non- 
Christian; experiences which will be bitter to 
endure. 


When we are grieving and find comfort in 
God's Word, it is sweet as honey in our mouth. 
When we search for assurance that God will 
answer our prayers and find the promise so 
boldly stated in God’s Word, it is sweet as honey 
in our mouth. 


When we wonder if our soul shall escape 
death, or when we are troubled about whether 
our sins can be forgiven, and we find God’s 
promises to be yea and amen in Christ, the Word 
is sweet as honey in our mouths. 


When we are in trouble, or alone, or feel 
that people do not understand, or when we 
are falsely accused and ridiculed, and read the 
Psalms and understand that God knows just 
what we are going through and that He has 
promised to defend us, then the Word is sweet 
as honey in our mouths. The message of Grace 
is always honey in our mouths. 


Why then is the message given us through 
John and Ezekiel that the Word when received 
will be bitter in our belly? Does such a mes- 
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sage encourage us to take the Gospel, to embrace 
the promises in faith? Will the warning attract 
people to feast their souls on that which is 
sweet as honey to the mouths if it is going to 
be bitter to their bellies? Did you realize when 
you came to the Lord that the Christian life 
would not be all sweetness? Did you contem- 
plate the responsibility and the consequence of 
siding with Christ in a world that is alien to 
Him? Do you remember what followed your 
conversion, the stand you took for Christ, if 
in truth you took such a stand? Was it all 
sweetness? Do you remember bitter experiences? 
Responsibilities hard to accept? Did you expect 
them? Were you warned to expect them? 


The rich young ruler came to Christ, the Gos- 
pel message sweet as honey in his mouth. The 
promise was of eternal life and an everlasting 
Kingdom. But Christ warned him in effect that 
the message would be bitter to his belly. To 
follow Him he must first go and sell all that 
he had and give it to the poor, and then he 
would be free to follow Him. 


At this the rich young ruler went sorrowfully 
away, unwilling to accept the bitter with the 
sweet, even though it was not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that would have been 
revealed in him. The mistake I have made as 
a preacher, and we have made as a church, I 
believe, is that we have given people the im- 
pression that the Gospel message will be noth- 
ing but sweet in our mouths, never bitter in our 
bellies. We have told them, in effect, to expect 
to be “carried to the skies on flowery beds of 
ease while others fought to win the prize and 
sailed through bloody seas.” : 


We have not prepared our converts, nor our 
ne. to expect opposition from all the demon 

osts of hell which will rage against their walk 
of obedience to Christ. We have led them to 
expect a life free of all conflict, discouragement, 
accusation, and unfriendliness. We have adver- 
tised the way of the cross as a cure for some of 
the actual bitter experiences that result from 
accepting it, and from participating in the fel- 
lowship of Him whom the world has crucified 
and whose truth is opposed not only by typical 
America today, but also by all the devil himself. 


To accept Christ is not to take a seat at an 
armistice table, but rather to take a front line 
position in a battle that shall know no peace 
until our Saviour returns to subdue forever 
all opposition to His Kingdom. Victory? Yes. 
Confidence? Yes. Freedom from conflict? No. 


Is it any wonder that many have turned back 
discouraged? Is it any wonder that so many 
lack assurance? They haven’t been taught to 


expect such as this in the Christian life. But — 


true it is, that a bitter experience of some sort 
has followed every genuine conversion if life 
has continued long enough to permit it. 
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Can any one of us say that since the day we 
received Christ we have known nothing but 
ease, a soft sort of existence typified by a bed 
of roses? Is it not true of every Christian life 


that there have been temptations, trials, test- 


ings, accusations, hardships, griefs, difficult re- 
sponsibilities, tasks hard to fulfil and continual 
opposition to a walk in victory and obedience. 
If any confessing Christian were to claim free- 
dom from these, I would be forced to wonder 


in my mind about the genuineness of his testi- 


mony of faith. 


One thing we must remember, and should 
preach, is that when this message of the Gospel 


has come “sweet as honey’ it is followed by 


the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, “If any 


man will come after me, let him deny himself, 


and take up his cross daily and follow me.” 


The cross is an altar of sacrifice. Upon it 
our Saviour was offered, and upon it we are 
called to offer our bodies a living sacrifice, to 
reckon ourselves to be there crucified with 
Christ. Self-denial and reckoning ourselves to be 
dead are bitter herbs for our flesh to take. 


Our flesh can glory in such promises as eternal 
life and the victory of Christ’s coming Kingdom. 
But not so with the humbling challenge of 


our Lord that we deny ourselves of ourselves, 


that we “sell all” and follow him, that we turn 
the control of all that we have and are over to 
Him, that we love Him above consideration 
for our families or even for ourselves. This 
message turns to bitterness the sweet and easy 
promise of the Gospel that was sweet as honey 
in our mouths. Did you expect this when you 
first came to Christ? I don’t believe I did. I 
believe it would have been easier for me along 
the way if I had. Don’t you think so too? 


And I see the application of our text in 
another way too. Christ asks us to take the 
message of salvation, which is sweet as honey 
in our mouths, to take and eat it. To let it 
work its purifying, purging grace within us, 
though it be as wormwood to our flesh. To 
accept along with the sweetness of “blessed as- 
surance” the responsibility to take this message 
to a stiff hearted, gainsaying people, and to 
live it in a world which is hostile to the way 
of our Lord. It means the bitter reward of 
being reviled, misunderstood, laughed at, and 
rejected by those whose friendship we may have | 
counted dearest. It often means the sacrifice 
of our standing in a group considered by us to 
be important. 


Nathan the prophet knew the meaning of 
this when he denounced David for his sin with 
Bathsheba. John the Baptist understood as 
he denounced Herod for living with his broth- 
er’s wife, Stephen as he preached Christ to 
those who stoned him to death knew, too, and 
so also many others. Bordalou, the court preach- 
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er of Louis XIV, tried to bring conviction to | 


that Sovereign by talking about sin in terms 
of abstract people. Finally he realized that it 
was useless and he turned to the king and said 
in the words of Nathan, “Thou art the man,” 
knowing that in so doing he was risking his 
very life. These accepted the bitter with the 
sweet in embracing the promises of God. 


When God, through the suffrage of the peo- 
ple, chooses officers for our church, the honor 
that comes is a high one, to share in the min- 
istry as undershepherds of the Chief Shepherd. 
It is an honor that is sweet to our souls, but 
every officer so chosen must accept the bitter 
aspects of his yesponsibility also. The respon- 
sibility of giving himself and his time unself- 
ishly when it would be within his rights to 
claim the time for himself or his family. He has 
a responsibility to learn to do things he has 
never done before, perhaps. He must do diffi- 
cult, humbling things. He must be able to ask 
any member of his congregation to “follow my 


example and walk as a good citizen of the King. 
dom of our Lord.” 


He must either do or be willing to do if 
possible, all that he would ask any other mem. 
ber of the church to do as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ. In fact it should be true of all 
of us who name the name of Christ, that we 
are willing to accept the bitter with the sweet. 


There is an angel of God standing before each 
of us, holding a little book. It is the book of 
our future, of our participation in the fellow. 
ship and ministry of Christ. It is God’s plan 
for us. It will be sweet as honey in our mouth, 
but there will be bitterness too. God asks us 
as good disciples to take and eat it. To accept 
it all. “If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me.” | 

“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my. pride.” 


Conquest By Association 


By Dr. Harold E. Kershner 


“Vice is a monster of so frightful mien, 

As to be hated needs but to be seen; 

Yet scen too oft, familiar with her face, 

We first endure, then pity, then embrace.” 
—Pope’s Essay on Man. 


The secret and deadly weapon of the Com- 
snunists is the uncanny ability to influence and 
re-mold Western ideology in its own image so 
that we become more and more like that which 
we abhor and fight against. 


The American people loathe Communism, 
yet we are rapidly adopting its major tenets 
and shaping our social, political and economic 
institutions in a way that will inevitably bring 
it upon us. 


Run through the objectives of the Commu- 
nist Manifesto and note the extent to which 
they have triumphed in revolutionizing our in- 
stitutions. Our income and inheritance taxes 
have probably exceeded Marx’s wildest dreams. 
The control of our banking system by govern- 
ment is surely as complete as he hoped for. 
The same is true of education. The state rigidly 
controls transportation and communication. Its 
control over agriculture is already very exten- 
sive and is rapidly increasing. Government 
owns over a third of our land, operates vast 
business enterprises, and steadily increases its 
contro] over economic activities. 
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As we look at these facts it is perfectly obvious 
that, dislike Communism as we do, we are still 
being remade in its image. = 


It has invaded the Christian church and has 
many defenders within the ranks of the clergy. 
It has its spokesmen in our public schools and 
colleges, and the Communist line is defended 
and promoted by many of the textbooks used 
in our educational institutions. It flourished 
in the White House and in many departments 


of our government. It had its appeasers under 
the Capitol dome and its apologists in the 


religious and secular press of our country. ‘The 
combined influence of those who defended it 
in all these quarters was sufficient to force us 
into the Second World War, the result of which 
was to vastly advance Communism throughout 
the world. 


There is much evidence to indicate that Hitler 
could and would have been overthrown as early 
as 1938, and by his own generals and the army, 
had we not played into the hands of the Com- 
munists by the Peace of Munich. Emergency 
peace campaigners, unwittingly furthering Com- 
munist policy, helped to bring about this 
tragedy. The opponents of Hitler in Germany 
were discouraged and were forced to conclude 
that no outside help could be expected. After 
the beginning of the war all overtures on the 
part of responsible Germans to end it. by over- 
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throwing Hitler were rebufted by the West. 
Communist influence was thus strong enough 
to thwart every move to dethrone Hitler and 
to continue the war until Germany could be 
completely crushed and the greatest obstacle to 
Communism destroyed. 


That was the real meaning of the policy of 
Unconditional Surrender and reduction of Ger- 
many to a pastoral economy. It was the drive 


behind obliteration bombing and the decisions 


not to end the war with Eastern Europe occu- 
pied by the Allied armies. It halted Patton’s 
onrush toward Prague and it brought our armies 
back two hundred miles in Germany, allowing 
Russia to occupy a larger portion of that coun- 
try. Whereas the war might have closed with 
Russia confined to her own borders, the Com- 
munist ideology had found so many ready de- 
fenders in the West that when it was brought 
to an end nearly half of Europe was in posses- 
sion of the Communists. 

Almost the same thing might be said of Japan. 
Communism wanted Japan removed as its prin- 
cipal obstacle in the Far East. It so influenced 


the policy makers in Washington that Japan 


was carefully maneuvered into the war. At 
least a year before the end of the war in the 
Pacific peace might have been made with Japan, 
had it not been desirable from the standpoint 
of the Communists for the war to go on until 
Russia could regroup in the East for the pur- 
vee of a Communist triumph in the whole of 
ina. 


Something might have been retrieved in 
Korea but again Communist influence was 
strong enough to prevent the winning of that 
war which would have encouraged the anti- 
Communist stand throughout the whole of Asia. 


The immense prestige and expansion of Com- 
munism, therefore, seems to have stemmed from 
the fact that the ideology has so penetrated the 
Western nations as to paralyze them from in- 
telligent action in opposition. Communism has 
triumphed to this extent, not on the basis of 
its own merits but because of its frightening 
ability to influence the thinking of so many 
in positions of leadership in the free countries. © 


Welfare-statism, with the expansion of gov- 
ernment into every area of life, is being pushed 
by a large and influential wing of the American 
church and the American Government. It is 
championed by both political parties and it 
encounters little resistance among men and 
women in public life. 


But expansion of government leads in the 
direction of the totalitarian state. The more 
it is expanded, the more imperative it seems 
to become to expand it still more. It is foolish 
to think that one can go plunging down a 
long grade, gathering momentum all the while, 
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and then find it easier to stop as one’s speed 
continues to accelerate. 


Our danger is not from Communist bombs 
and armies but rather from our continued ab- 
sorption of Communist ideology, involving us 
in more government control of the activities of 
the. people with continual expansion of the 
bureaucratic instrumentalities of such control. 
We have tolerated Communism and associated 
with Communists so long that we are not only 
enduring it but beginning to embrace it. 


Four Presidents and their Secretaries of State 
refused to recognize the Communist government 
of Russia, but in 1933 this wrong step was taken. 
For twenty-three years it has been followed by 
increasingly close collaboration with the Com- 
munist government of Russia and during latter 
years with other Communist governments, We 
send and receive missions of businessmen, 
churchmen, and government officials. We ac- 
cept decorations and laudations from these mor- 
tal enemies of everything which we believe to 
be right and good. We entertain them and 
are entertained by them with rivers of vodka 
and other Bacchanalia. Our leaders are pic- 
tured with theirs and chummy, back-slapping 

ters are used as propaganda to prove to the 
world that the materialistic, atheistic, Com- 
munistic officials are accepted socially by our 
leaders. 


Such action on our part discourages opposi- 
tion within the Communist countries and has 
taught our own people to endure and finally 
to embrace much Communist ideology. The 
progressive trend downward began with recog- 
nition and has continued with association, 
camaraderie, cooperation in many fields, with 
an increasing degree of embracement. 


How can we save ourselves? The first move 
is to come wide awake, to realize what is hap- 
pening, and to stop all association with Com- 
munists and their governments. Had it not 
been for recognition, co-operation, loans, tech- 
nical assistance, mountains of goods, and the 
great respect accorded them by the Western 
world, it is highly probable that the U.S.S.R. 
would long since have crumbled from the in- 
ternal pressure upon it. We have relieved this 
pressure by proving to the Russian people that 
we will not help them in their aspirations to 
overthrow their gangster leaders but choose 
rather to be hail-fellows-well-met with them. 


Secondly, we must stop expanding govern- 
ment and begin demobilizing it —- reducing 
its functions and lessening its power. This 
should be accompanied by increasing the area 
of freedom wherein our citizens determine their 
own destinies. It would mean setting up a free 
market economy, including sound money of 
intrinsic value, and a government limited to 
the few simple functions set forth by the Con- 


stitution. 
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We must sweep away the pragmatic philoso- 
phy that right and wrong are a matter of custom 
and usage and return to the belief and practice 
that the absolute standards established by the 
Ten Commandments and embodied in the Chris- 
tian religion must govern the conduct of man- 
kind. We must honor the First and Great Com- 
mandment by putting God first and allowing 
nothing to interfere with our supreme loyalty 
to Him and our willingness to live and work 
as He directs. 


The right of life, to freedom, to earn and to 
own comes from God and not from the state. 
The place of the state is to insure these rights 
to all men against the predators who would 
violate them. If the state is allowed to exceed 
those powers and begin the process of taking 
wealth from some and giving it to others (which 
is the objective of all forms of state interven- 
tion in the economic activities of the people) 
we shall find no limit to state expansion until 
we approach the Communist ideals of a supreme 
state which is not the servant of the people 
but rather their master—a state which controls 
their lives and their liberties; determines what 
property they may possess, what work they shall 
do, how they shall be educated, the wages they 
may receive, the kinds and amounts of cloth- 
ing they shall wear, the food they may eat, 
and the houses they may live in. 


Why should we arm ourselves and our friends 
against Communism while steadily adopting its 
ideology in our own country? Only a return to 
God-directed living will save us from being 
remolded in the image of that which we most 
abhor. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


By Rev. C. C. Baker 
Sunday, January 27, Rev. 7:9-17. Try to catch 


the drama of vv.1-8 as God halts the winds — 


of persecution and calamity to seal with His 
seal those who belong to Him (vv.1-3). The 
entire Church is sealed; everyone from every 
tribe and tongue that belongs to Christ is 
known to God (vv.4-8). Verses 9-17 reveal 
God’s own as having gone through their ordeal 
on earth, standing in heaven before God (vv.13- 
14). How are words of vv.15-17 especially 
appropriate for them? Listen to the joy that 
is in their hearts as they sing the praises of 
God (vv.9-12). This passage assures every Chris- 
tian that God knows him, has His hand upon 
him, and will see him through to happier days, 
even in the most adverse of circumstances. 
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Monday, January 28, Acts 1:1-8. After the 
resurrection Jesus rounded out the disciples’ 
understanding of. the things they needed to 
know about the Kingdom of God before He 
left them (vv.3,9). The disciples were also 
full of “enthusiasm” (Luke 24:52-53) . However, 
they were not ready to preach the Gospel. What 
was lacking (vv.4,5,8)? If they had not tarried 
in Jerusalem (vv.4-5) before going out to preach 
(v.8), would their work have been a success? 
Even if a minister is well-educated and zealous 
for the Gospel, if His zeal is of the flesh his 
ministry will not prosper under God. How 
would the power of the Holy Spirit keep the 
disciples from placing their primary emphasis 
on outward organization and programming? Is 


your zeal for God primarily of the flesh, or 


have you learned to wait upon God in prayer 
until He gives you His power in your life? 


Tuesday, January 29, Mark 12:28-34. Observe 
Jesus’ keen knowledge of Scripture as He dealt 
with people who came to Him. The Sadducees 
were familiar with the Scriptures, but twisted 
their teachings to their own prejudices (vv.18- 
23). [They didn’t really believe in the resur- 
rection (v.23) .] 
trickery and perversion (vv.24-27)? The Scribe 
who came to Jesus (v.28) also was familiar with 
the Old Testament. Jesus chose two isolated 
passages (Deuteronomy 6:4; Lev. 19:18) to 
summarize the teachings of the whole Old 
Testament (vv.30,31). Observe the scribe’s 
reaction to Christ’s answer (vv.32-33). From 
that time no one dared try to refute Him 
(v.34b) as He taught from the temple itself 
(vv.35-37). People will almost always respond 
to the teacher who knows the Bible thoroughly 
and explains it clearly and sanely (v.37b). 


Wednesday, January 30, Rev. 2:8-11. The 
Church in Smyrna was poor in physical re- 
sources and slandered by “Jews” (v.9). The 
Christians there faced the prospects of perse- 
‘cution, imprisonment: and death for their faith 


(v.10). An observer might have concluded that > 


their adversary had been completely victorious 
over them (v.10a), but faithfulness unto death 
produces victory for the Christian (v.10b). 
Though physically poor, these Christians were 
spiritually rich (v.9a). It is not physical death 
that is to be dreaded, but the “second death” 
(v.llb), that is, spiritual death (20:14-15). 
What must it have meant to this Church for 
Christ to be revealed to it as the “first and 
the last, who was dead and is alive’ (v.8b)? 
How must it have lent authority to the mes- 
sage of (vv.9-11)? Thus Christ reveals Himself 
to us, giving us hope that is adequate for the 
worst of situations. | 


Thursday, January 31, Luke 17:7-10. The 
purpose of Jesus’ parables was to teach one 
central truth. Today’s parable is not intended 


(Continued on Page 17) 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


LESSON FOR JANUARY 27 


Needs That Jesus Meets 


Background Scripture: Matthew 8:1 — 9:34 
Devotional Reading: James 5:13-20 


In these two chapters we find Jesus meeting the needs of the men and women of His day. A 


great many things have changed since that day, but human nature and human needs remain the same. 


We have a hymn which begins, “I need Jesus,” and it beautifully expresses that personal need 
which calls for the help of Jesus. As we read these verses we can classify some of these needs. 


I. We. need Jesus in Sickness: 8:1-17. 


There were a great many sick people in 
Jesus’ day, sick with divers diseases. The first 
one mentioned is the leper. Leprosy was an 
outstanding type of sin and uncleanliness. ‘The 
leper was an outcast from society, with his 
cry, Unclean, unclean. He was an “untouch- 
able.” We get an insight into the love and 
compassion of Jesus as He reached out His 
hand and touched him, and said, I will, be 
thou clean. He could have easily healed with- 
out the touch, and in that touch we see the 
tenderness of our Saviour. He is careful to 
tell the healed man to report to the priest and 
observe the law of the land in regard to healed 
lepers. 


The second is the servant of the centurion. 
These Roman centurions seem to be especially 
responsive to Jesus. This one was very humble 
and had. great faith. That makes a splendid 
combination. We find Jesus marveling at the 
unbelief of His own race. He marvels now 
at the faith of this man; “I have not found 
so great faith, no, not in Israel.’ Today we 
marvel at the stubborn unbelief of the Jew, 
and sometimes at the unbelief in civilized coun- 
tries, while heathen people respond to the gos- 


pel. 


Jesus comes to Simon Peter’s house and finds 
his wife’s mother sick of the fever. He touched 


_ her hand and the fever left her. 


In verses 16 and 17 there is a summary of 


His work. He healed all who were sick. This 


was a fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah, 
Himself took our infirmities and bear our sick- 
nesses. 


There are several other miracles of healing © 


mentioned in these chapters: the man with the 
palsy, 9:1-8; the woman with an issue of blood, 


 9:20-22; and the blind and dumb man in 


9:27-34. 
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We need the Great Physician in our times 
of sickness. God often heals in answer to prayer, 
and we should bring our loved ones to Him. 
I have had personal knowledge of His healing 
power. I have known Christian doctors who 
believed in prayer and relied upon it. A clear 
picture comes to me of a trip I took to see a 
sick child. In the car were the father of the 
child, a deacon, the grandfather of the child, 
an elder, the doctor, also an elder, and myself. 


_ The doctor stopped just before we got to the 


home and asked that we have prayer, and we 


There is danger that we overemphasize the 
importance of the healing of the body. Even 
those whom Jesus healed died later of some 
disease. It is a blessed experience when our chil- 
dren are healed, or our loved ones, but after 
all the most important part is the healing of 
the soul. It is better for the sick to be saved 
than to be healed, and it is not always God’s 
will to heal the body. 


II. We need Jesus in time of storm: 8:23-27. 

This is a most remarkable scene. There arose 
a great tempest. I have seen it suggested that 
Satan stirred up this storm with the purpose 
of drowning Jesus. Jesus was asleep in the 
midst of the storm. The disciples awoke Him, 
saying, Lord, save us: we perish. This indicates 
the severity of the storm. He rebuked the 
winds and the sea and there was a great calm. 
This miracle naturally made a deep impression 
on the men in the boat. We have seen men 
face a storm with courage; we have seen others 
terrified, trying to hide from it; but none of 
us have ever seen a man rebuke the wind and 
the sea. What manner of Man is this? None 
other than the Son of God, the Creator of 
wind and sea. 


I think we ought to get a very simple and 
very comforting lesson from this incident. We 
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are living in a stormy world. Our little boat 
is tossed hither and yon on the waves. Is it 
not a comforting thought to know that the 
Master of the winds and waves is our Saviour, 
our Companion, our Friend? He is indeed a 
shelter in the time of storm, but He is more 
than a Shelter; He has the power to turn the 
storm into a “great calm.” 


Ill. We need Jesus when demons assail us: 
8:28-34. 


There were many of these demon-possessed 
men in Jesus’ day. Satan was using all his 
helpers to try and hinder the work of Christ. 
The storm on the sea was bad enough, but 
here was a tempest in a man’s soul. These two 
men were miserable and dangerous. There is 
a strange ending to this story. The whole city 
came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw 
all that had been done, and the loss of the hogs, 
they besought Him to depart out of their 
coasts. The men had been healed, but some 
of their property had been destroyed, and so 
they asked Him to leave. 


We talk and write a great deal about clean- 
ing up our slums and bettering the condition 
of our poor people. If someone came and really 
cast out the demons of lust and strong drink 
and debauchery, would not some of our devilish 
business be ruined? Would not many of our 
respectable citizens who own stock in saloons 
and gambling dens and night clubs, cry out 
that the reformers had gone too far, and ask 


that they get out of town? The trouble is that 


people love sin, and make money out of sin. 
We do not want the demons cast out if it in- 
terferes with making money. I am afraid that 
the average city or town would do like these 
people did; ask Jesus to leave. The only hope 
of demon-possessed men and women is Jesus. I 
believe that we have men and women today 
who are literally ‘‘possessed with demons,” and 
there are many other things which we call 
“demons,” like the appetite for drink. Jesus 
has the power to cast out all kinds of demons. 


IV. We need Jesus when sin ts in the heart: 
9:1-13. 


The man sick of the palsy was sick in body, 
but the first thing that Jesus said to him was: 
“Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven 
thee.” The scribes said within themselves, This 
man blasphemeth, who can forgive sins but 
God only? Jesus knew what they were thinking 
and proved that He had the authority to for- 
give sins by healing the man’s body. The 
worst trouble this man had was not a palsied 
body, but a paralyzed soul. In our dealing with 
sick people let us, too, put first things first. It 
is far more important to be saved than healed; 
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to be. healed within rather than healed with. 


out. 


Right after this Jesus called Matthew the 


publican to be His disciple, and as He sat at 


meat in his house a great many publicans and 
sinners were there. This aroused the Pharisees, 
and they said, Why eateth your Master with 
publicans and sinners? Their idea of holiness 
was to keep away from all who were in the 
despised class of sinners. Jesus replied, They 
that be whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick. These very Pharisees were sick 
with sin, but they did not realize their condi- 
tion. 

We are living in a world filled with sinsick 
people. We are doing a lot for sick bodies, but 
many do not realize that the number one prob- 
lem of the world is not sick bodies, but sick 
souls. We need Jesus. These sinsick men and 
women need Jesus. If, in answer to prayer, 
He heals our bodies, let us be very grateful, 
but the main business of preaching the gospel 
is to heal sick souls, to have our sins forgiven 
by the Great Physician. 


V. We need Jesus in time of death: 9:18-26. 


Jairus had a daughter who was “even now 


dead.” She was at the point of death when he 
came to Jesus, and died while Jesus was on 
His way, delayed as He was by the woman who 
came and touched Him. 


Death is an enemy which must be faced by 
all, and is feared by most people. There is a 
deep desire in the hearts of men to live. I 
have known two or three old people who were 
not only prepared to die, but seemed to wish 
to depart and be with Christ. 
stand how they feel. Paul said, To depart and 
be with Christ is far better. Where one is a 
great sufferer it is natural to want relief. 


For the believer in Christ the sting of death 
has been removed, for the sting of death is 
sin, and he knows that he has gained the victory 
over sin. The words of Jesus to Martha when 


her brother died are a great comfort to us; I 


am the resurrection and the life: he that be- 
lieveth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth 
in Me shall never die. Believest thou this? If 
we really believe this glorious statement of 
Jesus, then death has lost its terror for us. 


We need Jesus while we live. We need Him 
when our loved ones leave us. We need Him 
when we feel that death is knocking at our 
own door. “I need Jesus’ : you need Jesus : 
every sinner, every sufferer, every dying mortal, 
needs Jesus. Someone has said : Jesus is abso- 
lutely necessary; He is absolutely sufficient : 
He is absolutely accessible. He will meet your 
need. Have you come to Him? 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 27 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Youth Sunday Program 


(This is a program to be presented to the 
entire congregation of your local church. Its 
main purpose is to acquaint the adult members 
of the congregation with the total program of 


youth work being carried on by their church. 


In the material printed below we are not of- 
fering a collection of ready-made talks. It will 
be far more helpful and the people of your 
church will find it far more interesting, if you 
prepare your own speeches with specific in- 


formation about the work of your local youth — 


organizations. We are offering some suggestions 
which we believe will help you in preparing 
your own talks and your program.) 


THINGS TO BE DONE IN PREPARATION 
FOR THE PROGRAM 


1. Pray for God’s guidance in the planning 
and presentation of the program. 


2. Secure permission from the Session to pre- 
sent the program and to receive an offering for 
youth work. 


3. Call together for a planning meeting the 
adult leaders and representatives of all the youth 
groups in the church. (We are repeating the 
procedure of last year in which all the young 
peoples’ organizations share in the Youth Sun- 
day instead of the seniors only, as in former 
years.) 


4. Decide on a definite time and place for 


the program. (This should be cleared through 


the Session.) 


5. Let the planning committee outline the 
program. 
6. Choose the personnel to take part in the 


program. (Those to lead the worship, speakers 
from each group, choir members, ushers, etc.) 


7. Designate adult advisors to help the youth 


speakers prepare their talks. 


8. Appoint a publicity committee to make use 
of posters, pulpit announcements, bulletin an- 
nouncements, etc. 


9. Decide how the offering is to be divided 
and used. 


10. Set definite times for practice sessions 
after all the parts of the program aré planned. 
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(A program which is good in all its parts 
may be very ineffective if it is not properly 
put together. Practice will make it smooth.) 


A SUGGESTED ORDER OF SERVICE 
Prelude 


Call to Worship (spoken by leader or sung by 
choir) 


Invocation 

Hymn 

Responsive or Unison Reading—Psalm 119:9-16. 
Prayer 

Leader’s Introduction 


Talks by Representatives from Organizations 
other than Senior High Fellowship 


Hymn 
Presentation of the Senior High Theme for 1957 


The Theme Hymn “God of Grace and God of 
Glory” (To be sung either by the congre- 
gation or a youth choir.) 


Talk on the Work of the Local Senior Organi- 
zation 


Talk on the Denominational Work of Seniors 


Explanation of the Offering 


Offering and Offertory 


_ Prayer of Dedication 


Hymn 
Benediction (Prononunced by the minister) 
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TALKS 


Leaders Introduction: 


Express your appreciation for an opportunity 
to come before the congregation to describe for 
them their own church’s program of youth 
work. Point out that the young people are 
not only preparing for the future but that 
they are endeavoring to serve Christ in the 
present. The speakers who follow will show 
how the young people are preparing for future 


(Continued on Page 17) 
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Helps for Circle Bible Study 
February 
CITIZENSHIP GOALS 


By Rev. Carl W. McMurray, Ph.D. 
Marion, N. C. 


What should be our objectives as citizens of 
the United States and of the particular state 
and community in which we live? This vital 
uestion deserves prayerful consideration. The 
hristian cannot afford to evade the sphere 
of citizenship responsibility. 


Two Scripture portions have been assigned 
for this lesson, and it is to be noted that these 
passages were not designed by our Lord as les- 
sons on citizenship. In Luke 4:14-24, we find 
Jesus in the Nazareth synagogue where He read 
that wonderful Messianic prophecy of Isaiah 
(Isa. 61:1-2), and then declared Himself to be 
the fulfillment of the prophecy. The focus of 
the passage is not upon His citizenship but upon 
His Messiahship and His redemptive mission 
as the Messiah. In harmony with the redemptive 
mission of Jesus, set forth in this passage, Chris- 
tians are commissioned “to preach the Gospel” 
to all the needy of the earth, but this is a task 
that transcends our citizenship obligations. 


The other assigned passage in Matthew 
6:9-13 is the Lord’s Prayer. Our Lord’s high 
purpose in this prayer is to guide His followers 
in the blessed experience of prayer and wor- 
ship. It is the prayer heritage of those who 
have “received the Spirit of adoption whereby 
we cry: Abba, Father,” but its light is not 
focused on the civic task. Since the assigned 
Scripture passages were not intended by our 
Lord as lessons on citizenship, it seems much 
better for us to seek light on our theme from 
other portions of Scripture which were specially 
designed to give us clear guidance in the sphere 
of our responsibilities as citizens. 


In Romans 13:9 we find that the Christian. 


citizen should make it the aim of his daily life 
to live according to the moral law and to be 
an example of moral integrity in the community. 
This is according to the example and teaching 
of Jesus. 


In His words and actions and in the spirit 
of His life there is no moral fault (see John 
8:46; Matt. 26:23). Likewise the apostles exhort 
us to have “a good conscience,” that “they may 
be put to shame who falsely accuse your good 
manner of life’ (see I Peter 3:16; Acts 24:16). 
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The moral law is the fundamental basis of 
a good society. The legal code of our land 
demands moral uprightness and provides severe 
penalties for crime against the moral law. Wide- 
spread crime has become a major threat to our 
national life. What can a Christian as a Citi- 
zen do? He can set an example by “denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world” 
(Titus 2:12). He can witness against commerce 
in crime such as the traffic in strong drink, and 
against destructive literature and propaganda 
which is so often designed with devious clever- 
ness to seduce the minds of both young and 
old with vain philosophies and perverse ideol- 
ogies by which many are led to make their own 
gods, become profane, desecrate the Sabbath, 
dishonor parents, nurture hate, despise decency, 
embrace dishonesty, practice perfidious decep- 
tions, and covet that which belongs to others 
(see Exodus 20:1-17) 


In I Peter 2:13-16 it is emphasized that in 
the sphere of citizenship the Christian should 
dedicate himself to the Scriptural principle of 
law and order in society (see Acts 25:8-11). 
In the Scriptures we are exhorted to be blame- 
less and harmless, without rebuke, in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse nation (Phil. 2:15). 
As law abiding citizens we should give our 
support to the enforcement of law according 
to constitutional authority (Rom. 13:4). We 
should always recognize that the privileges and 
responsibilities of citizenship are both sacred 
and limited. The field and function of the 


state is limited by our Constitution in accord- 


ance with Scriptural principles (Matt. 22:21; 
Romans 13:7). 


There are realms in which the state has no 
right to enter as for example the home, the 
church, and the thoughts of men. The powers 


_ of both state and nation as well as the Legisla- 


tive, Judicial, and Executive branches of gov- 
ernment are restricted in sphere by the Consti- 
tution. Likewise our citizenship is under re- 
straint. The citizen has no right to ask for 
special privileges or exemptions, nor to use 
bribery, commit treason, nor to join pressure 
groups to practice blackmail in the political 
arena, etc. No people can remain free if they 
depart from the moral law or constitutional 
principles, for tyranny is the inevitable fruit 
of sin and lawlessness (John 8:33-34). 


Far reaching principles are involved in the 
classic statement of Jesus: “Render unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the 
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things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:17-21). In 
this Jesus makes it very clear that under God 
we have solemn obligations to the state as 
distinct from our religious obligations. It should 
be the aim of Christians to fulfill our citizen- 
ship duties which include paying of taxes, honor 
to rulers, respect for lawful authority, intelli- 
gent faithfulness in voting, patriotic services, 
constructive spirit, etc. 


In making a distinction between the things 
that belong unto Caesar and the things which 
belong unto God, we recall that our Confession 
of Faith, in harmony with the teachings of 
Jesus and the apostles, recognizes that the 
Church and State were ordained of God for 
different purposes with different spheres of ac- 
tion (Matt. 22:21; Rom. 13:6; I Peter 2:14; I 
Tim. 3:15.) Therefore, the Church must not 
“intermeddle in civil affairs,” nor should the 
State interfere in the sacred functions of the 
Church. Let the Christian citizens perform his 
citizenship duties as a citizen and not seek to 
involve the Church in civil affairs. 


In Paul’s classic passage on citizenship (Rom. 
13), civil government is declared to be a divine 
institution ordained of God and armed with 
the power of the sword, given of God to punish 
evil, and therefore, we must be in subjection to 
civil authority “not only for wrath but also 
for conscience sake’”’ (Rom. 13:5). 


However, it is to be remembered that the 
lawful powers of State are limited of God. The 
State has no right to command what God for- 
bids. If the State assumes prerogatives con- 
trary to the laws of God, then it is legitimate 
for citizens to disobey such commands of the 
State on the apostolic grounds that “we ought 
to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:28-29). 
(See Daniel 3:16-18; 6:12-13). 


In making such decisions Christian citizens 
must prepare to suffer the vengeance of the 
tyrannical power as did the apostles and the 
Christian martyrs. Christians must ever remem- 
ber that they have a mission beyond the realm 
of citizenship. We are ambassadors of Christ 
to a lost world, and like the apostles we must 
be faithful to Christ even if it involves the loss 
of our freedom as citizens (Acts 28:20). 


As citizens, Christians should render a faith- 
ful and constructive service in the community 
and State. We may learn an important lesson 
by watching Jesus in the carpenter shop at 
Nazareth. There He rendered a vital service 
in the community, and beyond that He earned 
a living from honest toil. This is a first prin- 
ciple of good citizenship (Eph. 4:28); and a 
second one is like unto it, namely, that we 
should live and act and speak and think so 
that we will count for good in every realm of 
influence (Matt. 12:35.) 
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Let us not be problems in the community, 
but rather let us seek to give strength and light 
and healing in all the relationships of life. 
(James 3:16-18). To be a trustworthy and con- 
structive spirit in the community is to fulfill 
one of the chief phases of citizenship. 


Jesus, in the days of His ministry, “went about 
doing good.” He had compassion on the dis- 
tressed and the needy. He healed the sick and 
fed the hungry. In the parable of the Good 
Samaritan Jesus interpreted this as the neigh- 
borly spirit (Luke 10:36-37), which reaches 
beyond the Christian brotherhood, even unto 


all men. As we have opportunity, let us do 


good to all men even though we have a special 
obligation to our Christian brothers in the 
household of faith (Gal. 6:10). As Christians 
we are to do this for Christ’s sake and to the 
glory of God (Col. 3:17; Matt. 25:40; Mark 
9:41). 

As citizens of the state and nation, Christians 
should ever be mindful of our heavenly citi- 
zenship, “for our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 
3:20 A.R.V.). We are children of the kingdom 
of God. We are not of this world, but we 
have a mission in the world (see John 17:16-18), 
and promised glory in the day when Christ shall 
be triumphant in the earth (Rev. 3:21). There- 
fore we have a secret to live by, and our citizen- 
ship should be better than that of pagans. 


As citizens, Christians should not become 
party to ideological schemes and Utopian fancies 
contrary to the light of Scripture, or the light 
of nature. It is incumbent upon us to be prayer- 
ful and faithful in the study of .God’s Word 
that we may be able to discern the fallacies 
of the many deceptive slogans and philosophies 
current in our time. | : 


One of the most urgent obligations of Chris- 
tian citizenship today is to prepare ourselves 
in the light of God’s Word so that we may not 
be swept into the orbit of clever, false philoso- 
phies which would result in tyranny and de- 
stroy the freedom for which our fathers died. 
Surely it is time for godly vigilance in this day 
when the mission of the church is being con- 
fused with political and social ideologies, and 
the dream of world socialism is being proclaimed 
as the kingdom of God, and the world missionary 
objective is being interpreted as Scriptural au- 
thority for the promotion of some scheme of 


world government whereby we would _ be 


“unequally yoked” with myriad multitudes who 
know not, nor do they appreciate the treasures of 
freedom, and also with the anti-God forces of the 
world which hate the truth and despise the 
moral law and forbid the preaching of the 
Gospel. 


In conclusion, let us as Christians be faith- 
ful in that which transcends our citizenship 
duties. Let us put on the whole armor of God 
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that we may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil. We need to keep close to the 
Christ who died for our sins and triumphed 
over the grave. Let us build up one another 
in the holy faith and, as faithful witnesses, 
go into all the world to preach the Gospel to 
every creature. 


Let us pray for all men, for rulers and all 
in authority, that we may live peaceable lives 
in godliness, and that the Gospel may not be 
hindered that men may be saved according to 
the will of God (I Tim. 2:1-4). Let us thank 
God that in America we have freedom of wor- 
ship and freedom to preach the Gospel. With 
thankfulness for the riches of our Christian 
heritage as citizens in this land, let us dedicate 
ourselves to new faithfulness in all the privileges 
and responsibilities of citizenship. 


I Must Go Shopping 
One of these days I must go shopping! 
I am completely out of self-respect. 


I want to exchange some self-righteousness I 
picked up the other day for some humility 
which they say is less expensive, and wears better. 


I want to look at some tolerance, which is 
being used for wraps this season. | 


Someone showed me some pretty samples of 
peace— we are a little low on that — and one 
can never have too much of it. 


And, by the way, I must try to match some 
patience that my neighbor wears. It is very 
becoming to her, and I think it might look 
well on me! | 


I might try on that little garment of long- 
suffering they are displaying, I never thought 
I wanted to wear it, but I feel myself coming 
to it. 


Also, I must not forget to have my sense of 
appreciation mended. And look around for 
some inexpensive every-day goodness. It is sur- 
prising how quickly one’s stock of goodness is 
depleted. 

—Author Unknown. 


New Film Tells Story of World’s Sightless 


To promote better understanding of the prob- 
lems confronting the world’s sightless popula- 


tion, American Foundation for Overseas has 


produced a completely new and different film 


entitled “Assignment Overseas.” Narrated by 
Lowell Thomas, noted news commentator, 


author and world traveler, the film presents 
a comprehensive and enlightening story about 
blindness around the globe. 


JANUARY 16, 1957 


The film — a 16 mm, sound, black and white 
production — runs for 15 minutes. It was 
produced by Richard Carver Wood, director of 
the 1955 Academy Award-winning feature 
length documentary. The Foundation is now 
making “Assignment Overseas” available for 
showing to interested groups throughout the 
country for a nominal charge of $2.50 to cover 
cost of handling and mailing. Anyone interested 
in obtaining the film for group showings is 
urged to write to AFOB’s Public Information 
Office, 22 West 17th St., New York 11, N. Y. 


Appreciation 
To the Women of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.:— 


The Tampa Union. of Presbyterian Church 
Women wish to express their thanks to all who 
so generously gave to the 1956 Birthday Offering. 


For the past thirty-five years the Presbyterian 
women of Tampa, Florida, have worked with and 
for the Ybor City Presbyterian Church; and can 
now look forward to the expansion of this church 


in the West Tampa area. 


You, the women of the General Assembly, have 
made this expansion possible. n a new build- 
ing will rise on the West Tampa property and 


our Ybor Church will have a sister church to help 


meet the needs of this growing, ever expanding 
Latin-American population. 


Rev. and Mrs. Walter Passiglia join with us in 
this appreciation of your interest, your prayers 
and your gifts. 


Gratefully yours, 
(Mrs. L. M.) Bertha G. Anderson 
Tampa Union of Presbyterian Women 


The Christian Viewpoint 


Prepared by Department of Bible 
Presbyterian Junior College 
Maxton, North Carolina 


“The Son of Man has come lowly” are the words 
under a picture of a stable scene on the front 
of a Christmas card sent out by the John Knox 
Press of Richmond, Virginia. 


Sometime when you are in Rock Hill, South 
Carolina, drive out to the campus of Winthrop 
College and ask. to be directed to a stable and 
carriage house which was moved brick by brick 
from the old campus of Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Columbia and re-erected as a memorial 
in Winthrop. It had been built by Ansley Hall, 
a captain of industry in the first year of the 
nineteenth century, as the stable for his mansion, 
which was designed by Robert Mills, a famous 
architect. The mansion was purchased from the 
widow and donated and used for the campus for 
ninety-seven years by the theological seminary. 
Plans were to build a chapel, but because of a 
scarcity of workmen due to the erection of the 
state capitol building in Columbia, the stable was 
converted into a temporary chapel. 


Dr. George Howe wrote: “We were comforted 
by remembering that our Saviour was said to 
have been born in a stable and ‘cradled in a man- 
ger; and so sweet have been our seasons of re- 


PAGE 15 


ity, 
cht 
ife, 
on- 
fill 
ut 
dis- 
nd 
0d 
eS 
to 
do 
he | 
ins 
he | 
irk 
iti- 
il. 
re 
rd 
les 
1e- 
d. 
ay 
| 
| 
ry | 
of 
O 
of 
e 
e 
e 


ligious instruction and enjoyment in that place 
often since, that we have forgotten that it ever 
was a stable at all.”’ 

In a young people’s meeting in that chapel in 
the winter of 1873-74, Frank J. Brooke asked all 
who would accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
Lord to come to the front seat. Thomas Woodrow 
Wilson, a son of a member of the faculty, came 
forward to make his first public profession of 
faith. Years after, while president of the United 
States, Woodrow Wilson said in this table-chapel 
stable, “I have heard much eloquent speaking, but 
on the whole the best speaking I ever heard in my 
life was in this little chapel.” 

On November 15, 1886, David Bancroft Johnson 
enrolled nineteen students in that little chapel to 
begin what is now Winthrop College. “Who hath 
ri Tas the day of small things?” (Zechariah 

The King came hidden as a servant. 
The Deliverer drew no sword. 
The Son of man has come lowly. 


| Tither’s Surprises 

The Christian who begins to tithe will have 
at least six surprises. He will be surprised: 

1. At the amount of money he has for the 
Lord’s work. 

2. At the deepening of his spiritual life in 
paying the tithe. | 

3. At the ease of meeting his own obligations 
with the nine-tenths. 

4. At the ease in going from one-tenth to 
larger giving. 

5. At the preparation this gives to be a faith. 
ful and wise steward over the nine-tenths that 


remains. 
6. At himself in not adopting the plan 


sooner 


FLORIDA 


Orlando — One of the most unusual Sunday 
School classes in the South, the Newton P. Yowell 
Class of First Presbyterian Church, Orlando, went 
far toward proving its unique quality when it 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in December. 


The class that started out as a bunch of 12 
rowdy boys in their early teens and has stuck 
together through fifty years, was recognized dur- 
ing its golden anniversary celebration as an “or- 
ganization that has had more to do with estab- 
lishing the spirit of the community” than any 
other aside from the Church. The anniversary was 
celebrated with three big days of fun, feasting and 
reminiscing. 


Most unusual feature of the anniversary was 


the presence of the class founder, Mr. Yowell, 
now 85, and nine of the 12 charter members of 
the class. Further emphasizing the continuity of 
the class that grew up in more ways than one, was 
the participation of more than two dozen of its 
past presidents in the services which honored the 
founder and the charter members. 


Of the nine charter members who attended, only 
four still call Orlando home. Present to receive 
special citations and gifts from the founder were 
George Dolive, Tom G. Lee, Ches G. Magruder, 
and James B. King of Orlando; Bert Walker of 
Daisytown, Pa.; E. Kirby Douglas, Houston, Texas; 
E. P. Hyner, Cave Springs, Ga.; James Post, Glen- 
ridge, N. J.; and Walter Post, Green Cove Springs, 
Fla. The other three of the original 12 are now 


deceased, one of them killed in the First World 


War. 


The class, first called the “Young Presbyters,”’ 
changed its name in 1924 in honor of the founder 
and teacher, to “‘Yowell’s Young Presbyters.”? Mr. 
Yowell, merchant and civic leader, owner of a 
leading department store until he sold out and 
retired 12 years ago, taught the class for 47 years, 
and is still active in its leadership. He has given 
his teaching duties into the hands of lawyer Addi- 
son Williams. | 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson — Five hundred books will be provided 
annually for the Davidson College Library through 
a new endowment fund that will total $50,000.00 
when in full operation. 


Edward Dwelle, Jr., of Jacksonville, Florida, 
formerly of Charlotte, has established the Fay 
Ross Memorial Fund in memory of his mother, 
the late Mrs. Edward C. Dwelle of Charlotte. It 
is the first and only Davidson fund specifically 
designated for the purchase of library books. 


Billy Graham at Old Sharon 


On December 9 Billy Graham preached at the 
morning worship service to a congregation esti- 
mated at 2000 people. Billy was brought up in 
Sharon Community and attended Sharon School, 
and knows many members and officers of the 
church. His uncle, Tom F. Black and his first 
cousin, W. Frank Black are elders. 


He held a week of meetings here in 1939 and 
spoke several times since then, but this is the first 
time he has spoken in the church since he has 
gained international prominence. The church was 
packed with between 700-800, and a public ad- 
dress system carried his message to 300 more in 
the Educational Building, to more than 500 in 
cars outside in the parking area and to several 
hundred standing around two microphones outside 
the church. It was a great day for Sharon as 
Billy spoke on John 3:16 and gave the invitation 
many stood to indicate their decision for Christ. 


As of January 1, Sharon Church is taking on 
the support of two new missionary families, the 
Rev. and Mrs. Frank Lemmon, of Mexico, and 
the Rev. and Mrs. Hugh Linton of Korea. This 
gives the church representation in four fields— 
North Brazil, Belgian Congo, Mexico, and Korea. 
This is a result of the Missionary Conference held 
in October. 
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HELPS TO UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
(Continued from Page 8) 


to portray the spirit in which God deals with 
His servants (vv.7-9), but rather the spirit in 
which we are to serve Him (v.10). The true 
servant of the Lord, even after He had done 
that which is above and beyond what many 
would consider his share, will say that He is 
unworthy and has done only the least that 
could be expected. The true motive for Chris- 
tian service is given in I John 3:16. Is your 
service to Christ the doing of just what you 
think is your share, or do you serve Him with 
a whole heart out of love to Him for what He 
has done for you? Read Paul’s testimony in 
II Cor. 4:7-11; 12:10. 


Friday, February. 1, John 16:20-33. Jesus’ 
statement in v. 28 clarified the questions that 
were in the disciples’ minds in vwv.17-19 and 
his own statements of vv.20-22. Christ was 
leaving them, but He would come to them 
in the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (16:13-14,25; 
14:17-18) and again when He would come per- 
sonally the second time (14:3). Notice the 
authority in prayer Christ’s followers would 
have when the Holy Spirit came (vv.23-24,26) . 
This would be by virtue of their attitude 
toward the Son (v.27) and the fact that they 
were praying in His name _ (vv.23b,24a,26a) . 


God is more than willing to give us everything 


we need to do His work or to understand His 
truth if we put Christ above everything else 
(vv.23-24; 15:7) . 


Saturday, February 2, John 20:19-25. : After 
the resurrection Jesus performed “signs” that 


the disciples might know He had risen. He | 


showed the eleven disciples (v.20) and Thomas 
(v.27) the nail prints in His hands and open 
wound in His side. He performed a miracle 
He had performed once before (21:3-7, Luke 
5:3-7).. He cooked and ate fish in the disciples’ 
presence to show that He was not a spirit 
(21:9-14) . 
at each revelation (20:20,28; 21:7,12). Jesus 
does not reveal Himself to us in visible signs, 
but through the Scriptures (vv.30-31), the Holy 
Spirit (v.22) and the testimony of believers 
(v.21). Do you respond in faith as the Holy 
Spirit reveals Christ to you through the Scrip- 
tures (v.31)? Can others know that Jesus Christ 


| still lives through the testimony of your life? 


Notice how faith was engendered 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and 
A. 8S. degrees. Graduates transfer to best 
colleges as juniors. Professor each ten stua- 
dents. Personal attention. Scientific tests and 
guidance. Athletics. Liberal arts. Business. 
Preparatory grades 11 and 12. Member Seo. 
lleges and Secondary Schools. Summer 


Leuis C. LaMotte, President 


Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
(Continued from Page 11) 

service and engaging in present service. Explain 

that all the youth organizations of the church 


are being represented on the program, and in- 
troduce each speaker by name, telling which 
organization he represents. 


- You will also be responsible for explaining 
the offering at the conclusion of the program. 
Tell very briefly how it will be divided and 
used. 


Representatives from Organizations other than 
Senior High Fellowship (Pioneers, Junior 
groups, Boy Scouts, Girls Scouts, etc.) 


Give the name of your organization, the num- 
ber of members, and the names of your officers 
and leaders. Tell when you meet and what 
takes place at a normal meeting. Describe briefly 
your programs and activities. 


Presentation of the Senior High Theme: 


Read Luke 10:25-37. Present the theme idea, 
“Who is my brother?” Describe the theme pic- 
ture, displaying it, if possible. Tell somethin 


. about the theme hymn, “God of Grace an 
God of Glory.” The hymn will be sung im- 


mediately after your explanation is finished. | 
For information on the idea, the picture, and 
the hymn you should consult the material for 
the January 20 program. 


Talk on the Work of the Local 
Senior Organization: 


Give the name of your organization and the 
names of its officers and leaders. Give a brief 
description of your programs, activities, and 
projects. Tell of any outstanding accomplish- 


ments during the past year. Outline your plans 
_ for the coming year. Add any items which you 


believe will give the congregation a better pic- 
ture of the work and service of your local 
organization. 


Talk on the Denominational Work of Seniors: 


Explain that Presbyterian young people of 
the senior age group are organized on presbytery, 
synod, and General Assembly levels as well as 
locally. Tell of presbytery camps, conferences, 
and rallies. Describe the activities and services 
of Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly 
youth councils. Be sure to mention the financial 
objectives to which all Presbyterian young peo- 
ple contribute: (1) Reconstruction of Seoul 
Seminary (2) Supply Christian Education Lit- 
erature for New Sunday Schools (3) Purchasing 


of Permanent Playground Equipment for West 


Tampa Center (4) Building Conference Cen- 
ters through the Ecumenical Fellowship Fund 
in East Germany (5) Building new churches 
in Leopoldville. | | 
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THE EARLY CHURCH. Oscar Cullmann. West- 
minster Press. $4.50. 


Dr. Cullman is well known in America by his 
two major works — “Christ And Time” and “Peter: 
Disciple - Apostle - Martyr.’”’ His writings have 


been received by American theologians with high | 


appreciation. 


This volume is a collection of some of Cullmann’s 
shorter writings and articles. They present out- 
standing examples of Professor Cullmann’s con- 
tributions to varied aspects of early church history 
and theology. Conservatives will agree with the 
author when he tells us “Critical study ought to 
have in common with the Christian faith above 
all the obedient willingness simply to listen to 
what the authors of the New Testament have to 
say to us, without too quickly, from the very be- 
ginning, confusing the issue by introducing the 
other question whether we can reconcile their faith 
with modern philosophical theories. Such a mix- 
ture of two different questions can only obscure 
correct exegesis of the texts.” The author holds 
that the real center of early Christian faith and 
thought is redemptive history, especially in its 
consistent application to the post-resurrection age 
in which we live — to the time of the Church and 
of the already now realized, though invisible, king- 
ship of Christ who reigns at the right hand of God. 


Dr. Cullmann has a fine chapter on “The Return 
of Christ.” It tells us that the return of Christ is 
the real hope of the New Testament. He warns 
us that to eliminate this hope is to do great vio- 
— to the gospel message because it is a gospel 
of hope. 


He agrees with Paul that the whole creation, 
including man, is now waiting for a return of 
Christ. The Christian’s expectation is in the final 
consummation fulfilled in the return of the Lord 
and the creation of a new heaven and a new 
earth. The author says, “This is why Christ will 
return to earth. The decisive event, like the first 
decisive event which took place under Pontius 
Pilate, will take place on earth because matter 
itself has to be re-created.”’ 


It is only after the return of Christ and every- 
thing has been subjected to Him and He will make 
all things subject to the Father, will His role of 
mediator come to an end. 


Cullmann puts it, “Christ must therefore return 

as the glorious Saviour this time surrounded by 
His own to inaugurate the new age. . “ae: 
the beginning of this new period when time will 
yield to eternity, He will still play the part of 
fulfiller and judge.”’ 


Dr. Cullmann urges the contemporary church 
to follow the example of the church of the New 
Testament and preach the Christ who was crucified 
in the past and who now reigns hidden from our 
eyes at the present and pray in truth for His 
return. 


- Another excellent chapter in this volume is called 
“The Proleptic Deliverance of the Body according 
to the New Testament.” The author insists that 
the resurrection of Christ has consequences for 
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our bodies. This being so, the human body, far 
from being despised in New Testament thought, 
to which dualism is foreign, receives special honour 
in the light of Christ’s resurrection. 


He further observes, ‘“‘Because the body in the 
Church is already united with Christ’s resurrection- 
body, it must be watched carefully so that it 
preserves its dignity as a temple of the Holy Spirit. 
That is why Paul introduces the ethical part of 
the epistle to the Romans with the exhortation 
that they present their bodies to God as an ac- 
ceptable sacrifice.’”” Moreover he shows that the 
New Testament doctrine of the resurrection of 
the body differs greatly from the Greek belief in 
the immortality of the soul. 


Theological students who have welcomed Dr. 
Cullmann’s former writings will surely appreciate 
this recent work. It is informative and reverent 


in approach. While we do not subscribe to all of | 


Dr. Cullmann’s interpretation, we appreciate his 
conservative approach and believe that this volume 
will strengthen Christian faith. 

| —J.R.R. 


FAITH HEALING AND THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH. Wade H. Boggs, Jr. John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. $3.50. 


Is divine healing Scriptural or un-Scriptural? 


Are the claims made by the faith healers true ee: 


false? These questions are being asked with in- 
creased frequency in recent years. The answers 
must be based upon the careful examination of the 
Scrivtures and also upon the claims of the faith 
healers. Ministers of the Gospel must not ignore 
these questions. The people in the pew must be 
informed or they will become victims of modern 
religious fads. 


There are many books on faith healing which 
are being widely read today and they should be 
judged in the light of Scriptural truth. Dr. Boggs 
believes that some of them mislead their readers 
by trying to arouse hopes which are unjustifiable 
in the light of the Bible’s teaching and therefore 
there is a need for someone to carefully sift the 
wheat from the chaff. This volume is designed 
especially for laymen, but also carries a message 
for pastors who must give a Christian moerpee- 
tation of sickness and health. 


In this volume the author gives a Biblical ap- 
praisal of the claims, teachings and practices of the 
faith healers. He states the positions of the faith 
healers with reference to various questions under 
discussion and then makes an appeal to the Bible 
to discover whether or not their position is in bar- 
mony with the Christian revelation. 


One of the most incisive chapters deal with the 
question ‘““May We Believe Their Claims?” The 
question presses upon all who have considered this 
subject as to whether we may believe the claims 
of the faith healers or not. The author says that 
his study of authentic investigations leads him to 
believe that a small number of the faith healing 
cures are genuine and permanent. There is, how- 
ever, a difference of opinion about how these 
cures are wrought. It is pointed out that the 
theories behind these healing movements vary 
widely and in fact are often radically opposed to 
one another. The Christian Science sect denies 
every doctrine of apostolic Christianity—the per- 
sonality of God, the creation of man, the Trinity, 
the atonement, the reality of sin, sickness and pain 
and yet it claims the power to heal. Dr. Boggs 


says, we AT of them alike can point to certain suc- 
cessful cures and all of them alike have a sini 


percentage of failures.”’’ 
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Chapter 6 discusses the question, ‘““May sickness 
be attributed to the Devil?” and in our judgment 
is unsatisfactory. In this chapter the author af- 
firms, “The story of the fall in Genesis 3 bears 
traces of early origin, perhaps as early as the 8th 
Century B.C. Satan, however, does not appear in 
this story, although on the basis of an apparent 
identification of the serpent with Satan in Revela- 
tion 12:9 and 20:2, we are furnished with some 
ground for making the identification ourselves, 
provided we realize that such an idea was not in 
the mind of the original author. It was not until 
the Babylonian exile that the Jews came into 
contact with people who seem to have influenced 
their beliefs about Satan. During the Exile, they 
were in close contact with the Babylonians, As- 
syrians, and Persians, and Langton believes that 
all of these may have made some contribution to 
the Jewish belief in demonic powers.’’ This re- 
viewer dissents from such a notion. We believe 
that this idea is without foundation and exhibits 
a low concept of Scripture. | 


The conclusion that the author reaches is that 
every benefit to health which the faith healers 


have discovered can be retained by the Christian 


who refuses to accept their partial truths and share 
their illusions. This conclusion we have embraced 
for over 30 years. We therefore concur with the 
author when he writes, ‘‘The will of God for man- 
kind is Christlikeness in character and everything 
else, including sickness and health, derives its sig- 
nificance and value in relation to that divine goal.”’ 


From some standpoints this volume is a helpful 
one. It deals realistically with the claims of faith 
healers and evaluates their pretentions. We regret, 
however, that helpful as this book is in portions, 
it is marred by certain inferior theological and 


Biblical presuppositions. 
John R. Richardson 


J. K. van Baalen. 


THE CHAOS OF CULTS. 
Eerdman’s. $3.95. 


The Chaos of the Cults has been published 
before. It is recognized as one of the very best 
books on the major cults in America. It is authori- 
tative, readable and comprehensive. In the last 
few years the cults have succeeded in capturing 
the loyalties of an alarmingly large number of 


people. | 

This book is a weapon well-suited for the fight 
against the common enemy: the cults. This second 
revised and enlarged edition gives the latest facts 
about the growth and development of every major 
cult. It gives new material on Mormonism and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. A new chapter not found in 
previous editions is devoted to Swedenborgianism. 
This book is a valuable aid to all defenders of 
the Gospel, to all seekers after the truth and al! 
who will want to know how to intelligently meet 
the religious challenges of our day. 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the original 
McGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been located, and reprints 
of these grand old readers have now been completed. Each 
reader is custom made from the plates used in the 1879 edition 

- Same type and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the following low prices: 


First Reader $2.25 Fourth Reader .............$3.25 
Second Reader ..............$2.50 Fifth Reader $3.50 
Third Reader $2.75 Sixth Reader $3.75 


We pay postage on all orders! ! ! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-18 Rowan, Iowa 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


Waco, Texas, Dec. 15, 1956. 
Dear Dr. Dendy: 


Enclosed you will find my check for $25.00 
which I hope you can use in help with the 
work of the Journal. 


This is sent as a Memorial to my beloved 
wife, Louise M. Smith, who died Nov. 28, 1956. 


Sincerely, 
Norman H. Smith 


The Journal profoundly appreciates this 
Memorial Contribution. It embraces the thought 
that a departed loved one may “be yet speaking”’ 
through a printed page which carries messages 
of grace and salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Journal is dedicated to do just that. 


An invitation comes to the Journal request- 
ing our presence at the 25th anniversary of the 
Rev. and Mrs. John H. McKnight, December 
23rd, at Smyrna, Ga. Congratulations! 

The Editors. 


JANUARY 16, 1957 


SHARON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sharon Road, Route 2 
Charlotte, North Carolina 


December 27, 1956 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


Let me congratulate you on the first issue of 
the new improved Journal. When it came in the 
mail the cover was so beautiful that I did not 
recognize the magazine until I had opened it and 
saw the editorial page. The captions over the 
various headings and the illustrations also improved. 
it a great deal I believe. 


I am sure that with these features and others that 
the paper will enjoy an even greater popularity 
and present an increasingly effective ministry in 
the proclamation of the Gospel. 


I trust that you have had a happy Christmas 
season, and may the Lord’s blessings rest upon you 
during the coming year. 


Sincerely yours, 
Edward B. Cooper 


PAGE 19 


rht, 
our 
the 
on- 
it 
rit. | 
of 
ion 
ac- 
he 
of 
in | 
Dr. 
ate | 
ent 
of 
his 
SS, 
al? 
or 
in- 
he 
ith 
re 

ch 
be 
Ts = 

= 

LAA ALAC SR 
ed 
gre 
p- 
ne 
th 
er 
le 
T- 

e 
is 
S 
at 
£ 
se 
e 
y 
T- 
n 
h 


